Are You Getting an SSDI Check 
and Want to Work? 

Talk to your Benefits Specialist and see if you can use:
(
TWP (Trial Work Period) 
You have nine months (that don’t have to be in a row) where you can earn as much money as you can and still get your full SSDI check.  You would use a Trial Work Month any month you earned over $720 (gross) in a job, or worked over 80 hours for yourself in a month.  
(
SGA (Substantial Gainful Activity)

SGA is the amount of money that Social Security lets you earn before you may lose your check.  For 2011, this amount is $1,000 per month (gross).  SGA doesn’t start counting until after you have finished your Trial Work Period.  Social Security will look at SGA differently if you work for yourself.
(
EPE (Extended Period of Eligibility) 
The EPE lasts for three straight years after you finish your TWP.  During this time, you should get a check if you are earning under SGA.  If you are earning over SGA, you shouldn’t get a check that month.  After the EPE is over, you will continue to get your check for as long as your earnings stay under SGA.  If you earn over SGA, after the EPE ends, then you will be terminated from SSDI.
(
Cessation and Grace

Once you are done with your TWP, the first time you earn over SGA is your Cessation month.  This is a special rule where you will get your check that month (cessation month) and the next two months (grace months).  After this, you go back to the normal rules.
(
Extended Medicare 
Most people get at least 7 ½ years of Medicare after they use their TWP.  You would still have to make your monthly payment for Medicare Part B and D.  If Medicare ends due to work, you may be able to buy it later if you are still disabled.  If you get Medicaid, you may get Medicare for free.
(
(IRWE) Impairment Related Work Expenses 
Impairment-Related Work Expenses are disability-related items or services that you need to be able to work, and you pay for yourself.  After the TWP, you may be able to use these bills to have Social Security count less of your money from work when they decide if you are earning SGA.
(
Subsidy

A subsidy can happen if you get certain kinds of help at work because of your disability.  If you do, Social Security may not count all your money from work when they say if you are earning SGA.  This may work if you need this help to keep your job.
(
(EXR) Expedited Reinstatement 
If you stop getting your check because you work and earn over SGA after your EPE, you may be able to get back on SSDI more quickly than if you filled out a new application.  You can apply for EXR if it has been less than five years since your SSDI was terminated because of working. You may get up to six months of checks while Social Security decides if you are still disabled under their rules.
(
(MWI) Medicaid Work Incentive Program 
If you are on Medicaid or think you might need Medicaid coverage, you may be able to make more money and still buy a Medicaid Card.  Medicaid will charge you a premium based on your income from work and your SSDI check.  
(
(301)  Recovery during Vocational Rehabilitation 
If you get better while you are doing a Vocational Rehabilitation program, you may be able to keep your check until the program ends.  This would only happen if Social Security thinks that you can pay all your bills with the job you would get when the program is over.
(
Ticket to Work 
This program lets you choose who you want to help you get to work.  You would choose from a list of Employment Networks.  While you are using the Ticket, you would not have a Medical Review from Social Security if you are meeting certain goals.
If you have any questions about these terms, contact:

The Utah Benefits Planning Assistance and Outreach Program

(801) 887-9530 or Toll-Free 1-866-454-8397

People getting a check from SSDI may be able to work and use Work Incentives to earn more money and keep their health insurance.
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