Are You Getting An SSI Check 

And Want To Work? 

Talk to your Benefits Specialist and see if you can use:
· Income Exclusions 
(So SSI will count less of your money from work)
· Everyone on SSI can get a $20 General Income Exclusion from other income coming into their household.

· If you are earning money from work, Social Security will give you an additional Earned Income Exclusion of $65 per month and after that deduction, they will count ½ of the rest of your money from work.

· If you under 22, not married, and you go to school, you may be eligible for a SEIE (Student Earned Income Exclusion).  With this, Social Security may not count up to $1640 per month with an upper limit of $6600 per year.  You use this exclusion before you use the General Exclusion or the Earned Income Exclusion
· An IRWE (Impairment Related Work Expense) lets you use the cost of certain items or services you pay for every month to lower the amount of your wages that SSI will count.  To be an IRWE the cost has to:
· Be paid out of your pocket-No one else can pay it
· You have to need the item because of your disability
· You have to pay for the item while you are working
· A PASS (Plan for Achieving Self Support) may let you set aside money or resources to pay for items or services that will support you working.  Your plan must be approved by Social Security.

· If you are blind, Social Security allows you to deduct the cost of many expenses that you pay every month when you work.  These are called BWE (Blind Work Expenses).  There are many items you can use as deductions.
(
1619 (b) Medicaid
You may continue getting free Medicaid if you work and your money from work is too high to be paid an SSI check.  To qualify for this you have to:

· Have received an SSI check the month before 1619 (b) eligibility, 

· Have gross wages below state threshold amounts  ($29,176 per year for a single person in Utah for 2011)

· Continue to have your disability or be blind, 

· Meet all other rules for SSI payments other than wages (like asset limits), and 
· Need Medicaid in order to work

(

Recovery During Vocational Rehabilitation 
(Section 301)  
If you get better while you are doing a Vocational Rehabilitation plan, you may be able to keep your check until the plan ends.  This would only happen if Social Security thinks that you can pay all your bills with the job you would get when the program is over.
(
Ticket to Work 
This program lets you choose who you want to help you get to work.  You would choose from a list of Employment Networks.  While you are using the Ticket, you would not have a Medical Review from Social Security if you are meeting certain goals.  Social Security will always look at your work to see if you qualify for benefits.
(
EXR (Expedited Reinstatement) 
If you stop getting your check because you work, you may be able to get back on SSI more quickly than if you filled out a new application.  You can ask that Social Security start your check back up if it has been less than five years since your SSI check was terminated. You may get up to six months of checks while Social Security decides if you are still disabled under their rules.
If you have any questions about these terms, contact:
The Utah Benefits Planning Assistance and Outreach Program

(801) 887-9530 or Toll-Free 1-866-454-8397

People getting a check from SSI may be able to work and use Work Incentives to earn more money and keep Medicaid.
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